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FROM OUR 
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
When I reflect over the past
year, I'm so proud of the
Autoimmune Hepatitis
Association's many
accomplishments. We held a
successful 2019 national
conference. We hired our first
employee, which has allowed us
to quickly expand our programs
to better serve our members.
And we started a webinar series
after the outbreak of COVID-19.
It's thanks to you, our donors,
who believe so much in our
mission of providing education,
support, and opportunities to
participate in research. I hope
you enjoy reading more about
our accomplishments over the
past year in this report. Thank
you again for your generosity. 

"Thank you for your
generosity. With your
support, we're able to
help patients and
families struggling with
autoimmune hepatitis,
empower them on their
health journey, and
advance research in
hopes of one day
developing new and
better treatments."  

CRAIG LAMMERT, M.D. 

Executive Director
Autoimmune Hepatitis Association  



2019-2020 in Review
2019 National Conference

 

Nearly 200 patients and family members attended our third
national AIHA Patient Education & Support Weekend in June 2019.
From presentations from hepatologists and other specialists to
social activities with fellow patients, the weekend was a resounding
success. We piloted a mindfulness program to give patients
tangible tools to combat anxiety and depression. And, for the first
time, we offered a series of talks geared specifically for caregivers of
pediatric patients. 

Thanks to a grant from Intercept Pharmaceuticals, we hired a
professional videographer to record many of our conference
sessions, which are available on our YouTube channel. 

 “Being surrounded by people who knew exactly what I was going
through without having to say anything is a comfort I have been

longing for. This weekend was magical.” —an attendee

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmVMT50vYQ1h7_z0bhh6I-h8tdpoTOIRm


After the outbreak of COVID-19, we quickly recognized the importance
of providing information tailored specifically for autoimmune liver
disease patients and families. We partnered with the Center for
Autoimmune Liver Disease at Cincinnati Children's Hospital (CALD) to
start a free webinar series. So far, we've held nine webinars that have
covered a wide range of topics including the risks of being on
immunosuppressants during the pandemic, how to cope during the
crisis, how patients have handled a positive COVID-19 diagnosis, how to
stay as safe as possible while emerging from quarantine, and more.
We plan to continue the series throughout the pandemic. Past
webinars can be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

COVID-19 Frontline Report Webinar Series

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmVMT50vYQ1gnLxPAMuPjv6ah3MSVxD-C


The AIHA seeks to support any researcher interested in studying AIH.
This past year, we helped recruit patients for Dr. Lammert's Genetic
Repository of Autoimmune Liver Disease and Contributing Exposures
(GRACE) Study through our social media channels and at our national
conference. 

Funded by the National Institutes of Health, Dr. Lammert's study
seeks to understand the genetic and environmental causes of
autoimmune hepatitis by asking patients to fill out surveys, provide
blood or saliva samples, and authorize access to their medical
records. 

The study represents the largest database of well-phenotyped AIH
patients in North America. Dr. Lammert has already published
findings from the information collected, and this research can set the
stage for eventually developing new treatments. 

Advancing Autoimmune Hepatitis Research 



We are thrilled to have hired Erin Anderson 
as our first employee in early 2020. Erin is our 
Director of Programs and Advancement. In her 
new role, she is developing educational
initiatives, fostering programs that provide
support to families, expanding our 
collaborations with researchers, and growing 
our organization to better meet the needs 
of patients.
 

We recently piloted a local support group initiative and had plans to
expand this year. COVID-19 made that impossible. We quickly shifted
gears and started virtual support groups for four locations across the
country, as well as one for caregivers of pediatric patients and one for
newly diagnosed patients. We will soon start a seventh support group
for teens.   

Current Virtual Support Groups 
Indiana
Midwest
New York area
West Coast
Caregivers of pediatric patients
Newly diagnosed patients

Future Virtual Support Groups
Teen patients

"I found the support group really helpful in this time of
extreme isolation. Thank you!" —a support group attendee 

Hiring Our First Employee

Virtual Support Groups



AIH Boot Camp: A Workshop for Newly
Diagnosed Patients

Over the past year, we've received an increasing number of emails
and questions from patients newly diagnosed with autoimmune
hepatitis. To better support these members, we held our very first
virtual AIH Boot Camp in July, which drew about 20 patients and
family members, with many more viewing the recording of the
workshop. We presented information about the diagnosis and
treatment of AIH and empowered patients to become stronger
advocates for themselves as they meet with their doctors. 



By the Numbers 2019-2020

200national conference attendees

19 conference videos with 4,645 views

1,600 AIHA members

9 COVID-19 Frontline 
Report webinars with 11,225 views

7 virtual support groups

1new AIHA employee (our first)

82AIHA members enrolled in research study 



THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS 
2019 AND 2020 DONORS

Donors contributing $500 or more 

Monthly Donors 

We greatly appreciate our members who have chosen to give a
financial contribution to the AIHA. Our programs would not exist
without your generosity! We'd like to extend a special thank you to the
following:  

Erin Anderson
Jan Brandt

Chris and John Browner
Bob & Lisa Drew Charitable Fund

Andrew Eye
Intercept Pharmaceuticals

Chris and Sandra Katris 
Liz LaHaye

Craig Lammert
Rodger and Jennifer Landau 

Alysoun Mahoney
The Smith-Fuqua Foundation

Anonymous
Liz LaHaye

Veronica D. Williams



AIHA LEADERSHIP

AIHA Board of Directors 2020

AIHA Medical Advisory Board 2020

David Assis, M.D., Yale School of Medicine 
Therese Bittermann, M.D., University of Pennsylvania  
Naga Chalasani, M.D., Indiana University School of Medicine 
John Eaton, M.D., Mayo Clinic 
Samer Gawrieh, M.D., Indiana University School of Medicine 
Cynthia Levy, M.D., University of Miami, Miller School of Medicine 
Jean Pappas Molleston, M.D., Indiana University School of Medicine 
Anne Mary Montero, Ph.D., Indiana University School of Medicine
Steven O'Hara, Ph.D., Mayo Clinic
Raj Vuppalanchi, M.D., Indiana University School of Medicine  
Howard Waksman, M.D., Deborah Heart and Lung Center
Ethan Weinberg, M.D., University of Pennsylvania
 

AIHA Senior Staff 2020

Director of Programs and Advancement: Erin Anderson 

Executive Director: Craig Lammert, M.D. 
Secretary/Treasurer: Lisa Devereaux

Board Members:  
Luke Britt
Andrew Eye
Veronica D. Williams  



2019 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

$222,357
50,475
171,882
36,480

208,362

*Includes a one-time gift to fund a staff position starting in 2020

Total revenue*:
Total expenses
Revenue less expenses
Net assets, beginning of year
Net assets, end of the year

Program Services
93%

Management & General Expenses
7%

93% of our expenses in 2019 went directly to programs
that advance our mission.



The mission of the Autoimmune Hepatitis Association
is to provide support and hope to patients and

families affected by autoimmune hepatitis through
disease education and research opportunities. 

The Autoimmune Hepatitis Association, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, EIN: 81-0810579. Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.


